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Chapter 3 – Teaching and explaining vocabulary 
 

1 Discuss the following classical arguments against direct teaching of vocabulary. 
1) too many words 
2) too much to learn about each word 
3) too time consuming 
4) too many alternatives 
5) too uncertain in terms of effectiveness 

 

2 What are the three cautions mentioned by Nation when directly teaching vocabulary: 
6) Instruction should be directed towards ___________________. 
7) It is ______________________ of a course. 
8) It can deal with ______________________, with other _________________________ . 

 

3 With reference to the following aspects, why is the direct, language-focussed approach so 
popular with teachers? 
1) teaching techniques 
2) preparation 
3) materials 
4) teachers’ knowledge 

 

4 Comment on the involvement load hypothesis with reference to the following table? 

 
 

5 Discuss the five main characteristics of technique feature analysis as well as their related-
ness. 
1) motivation – interest (teacher / learner) 
2) noticing – decontextualization 
3) negotiation – doing vs. observing 
4) definition – translation, glossing, L1, L2 
5) textual enhancement – efficiency? 
6) word consciousness – morphology, syntax, se-

mantics, pragmatics 

7) retrieval – receptive vs. productive, memory 
strengthening, repetition 

8) creative use – originality, fluidity, flexibility 
(elaboration) – NOT FROM BOOK ! 

9) retention – instantiation, imaging, difficulty 
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6 Comment on the Technique Feature Analysis with reference to the following table.

 
 

7 Discuss the four basic question teachers should ask about the activity they want to de-
sign, as well as the table underneath relating conditions, indications, and activities. 
1) learning goal 
2) psycho(linguistic) conditions 
3) indications if goal is reached 
4) steps to reach goal 

 

 
 

8 Comment on Nation’s direct vocabulary teaching approaches. 
1) definitions and examples 
2) translations 

3) rich instruction 
4) code-switching 

5) dictionary use 
6) visualisations 

 

9 Discuss the 8 ways for dealing with words in intensive reading. 
 


