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Reference



1. Referential and attributive use
Yule, 1995, chapter 3, Reference and Inference, p. 18-19
Birner, 2013, chapter 4.1, Referring Expressions, p. 145 (p. 90), task 14 

Construct two scenarios – one in which the phrase the best student in the class is used referentially, and one in which it is used attributively. Discuss the difference between the two cases.





2. Definiteness and indefiniteness
Birner, 2013, chapter 4.1, Referring Expressions, p. 144 (p. 90), task 11 


Consider the fact that speakers will use the definite article in saying they have the flu, the measles, or the chicken pox, but will use the indefinite article in saying they have a cold, a virus, or an injury. Come up with a hypothesis for why this difference exists.
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