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Deixis and distance

e epideixi  (emidelén) = point, show, prove
* deixis (6eién) = pointing
* deixis ‘de1ksIs]
[ ‘d1:1KSIS]
‘daiksis]
‘dariksis]
* deictic ‘daiktik]
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What does pointing need?
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Deixis and distance

* deictic expressions are always interpreted relative to the context,
location, time, people in the discourse etc. .

Please rescue me! I've been here since last month,
and my food will run out tomorrow.



Deixis and distance |proximal

deixis:

du / Sie
tu / Usted

distal

spatial gmhere, there

temporal gm yesterday

person g |/, you, it

discourse = that, what
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personal deixis — deixis and grammar

*a) Are vyouplanning to be here this evening?
* b) |asked her if she was planning to be there that evening.
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personal deixis — inclusive and exclusive
*a) We could go to the Irish Pub for a drink or two. incl.

*b) How are we doing — are you finished with your work?  excl.
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spatial deixis in Austrian German — the deictic centre

O
* obi —oba
e aufi — aufa
* eini — eina
O
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ofeWalliam
temporal deixis Shalkespeare
istWouldiwas
* | have a yacht Shookspeared
* | had a yacht The past,
*|f | had a yacht, ... present, and

future walkeo(
into a bar. It
wds tense.
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temporal deixis




Deixis and distance
social deixis in English?

* Would his highness like some coffee?
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e social deixis in German
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du - you
dich - you
dir - you
Sie - you
ihr - you
lhnen -  you
maon - you
GUCh 7 YOU etwas Zu essew. SLE Orauchen etwas Zu essew.
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discourse deixis

 a discourse deictic expression refers to a whole utterance, a
proposition, or an entire (stretch of) discourse.

* | bet you haven’t heard this story.
* |s that good news?
* [...] Neither of these are correct.
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e deictic centre

LW STUAD CHICKENS
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* deictic projection

| was looking at this little puppy in a cage with such a sad look on its

face. It was like, “Oh, I’'m so unhappy here, will you set me free?”.
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* deictic projection

Looking at his dying houseplant, David said to his girlfriend: “l swear it
was staring at me this morning as if to say, ‘Either water me now or

explain to the police what happened here.”
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