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Activity 7.2


Analysing strategies:

The following eight statements were made by Hong Kong Chinese children studying at a school in the UK (Berry, 1998). Take 5 minutes and decide whether they are  cognitive, social, affective, or compensation strategies, tick the boxes in the table accordingly, and then discuss your decisions with a partner of your choice. Some strategies might fall into more than one category.

	
	
	strategies

	
	
	cog
	soc
	aff
	comp

	1. 
	I tried to analyse what people said.
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	I introduced Chinese food in front of many people. I started speaking in a trembling voice. I looked at the teachers I knew, but I did not look at the students. I would have been afraid if I had done so.
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	I could point to the objects and say this or that to make people understand what I wanted.
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	I tried to be with the English boys as often as possible. I didn’t stay with the Chinese students at all.
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	I started to notice that the [k]-sound is not necessarily represented by the letter <k>. <ch> may take this sound as well. All in all, the [k]-sound can be represented by different letters. 
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	When I got stuck in expressing myself, I explained it to them in other words. They guessed what I wanted and supplied the missing words for me.
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	I sometimes asked the English girl sitting next to me for help. For example, I would say: “What’s going on now?”
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	I would recall these words. When I succeeded in recalling them from memory, I told myself I could remember them.
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