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Proseminar EB2.1 Focus on the Learner – SABEN02x01 (3 ECTS)	

Activity 6.1


Different approaches to “motivating”:

Let us step back a little from language learning for a moment and consider motivation more generally. Imagine, for example, a young child learning to play the piano. Which of the following strategies do you think would motivate the child? Tick yes or no in the table below.

	
	
	Motivating?

	
	
	Yes
	No

	1. 
	Offering a reward or treat each time the child performs well.
	
	

	2. 
	Not allowing the child out to play with friends until she has completed practice.
	
	

	3. 
	Adopting a policy of constant praise, regardless of performance.
	
	

	4. 
	Scolding a child when she makes a mistake.
	
	

	5. 
	Allowing the child the freedom to choose when and how long to practice.
	
	

	6. 
	Setting clear goals for the child.
	
	

	7. 
	Regularly discussing progress and future goals with the child.
	
	

	8. 
	Making a fixed daily schedule for practice for the child.
	
	

	9. 
	Asking the child to make a fixed daily schedule for practice.
	
	

	10. 
	Make the child believe that she is more gifted than her peers.
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