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Proseminar EB2.1 Focus on the Learner – SABEN02x01 (3 ECTS)	

Activity 4.3

Reasons for failure and reattribution:
Take 8 minutes and consider the following ten reasons learners gave for not doing well in a language activity (Williams et al., 2004). In the middle column of the table, label each statement in terms of ability, effort, interest, the teacher, or behaviour. Then say whether each of the attributions is more internal (I) or external (E). Then discuss your categorisation with a partner of your choice.

	
	Statement
	Label
	I
	E

	1. 
	The teacher doesn’t like me.
	
	
	

	2. 
	I’m thick.    [‘dumb’]
	
	
	

	3. 
	I don’t do my homework.
	
	
	

	4. 
	I can’t be bothered.
	
	
	

	5. 
	I mess about.
	
	
	

	6. 
	I’m lazy.
	
	
	

	7. 
	The teacher doesn’t control the class.
	
	
	

	8. 
	I’m rubbish at this language.
	
	
	

	9. 
	I don’t concentrate.
	
	
	

	10. 
	Learning this language is more boring than watching paint dry.
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