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Proseminar EB2.1 Focus on the Learner – SABEN02x01 (3 ECTS)	

Activity 4.1

Exploring teachers’ beliefs:
Take 4 minutes, write down one important central belief of yours about language learning, then discuss it with a partner of your choice:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Now take 5 minutes, and read the statements collected from teachers in school in Thailand (Maiklad, 2001) in the table below. Write down in the middle column what you infer about these beliefs, and write down in the column to the right how you would expect that teacher to act in the classroom.
	
	Statement
	Belief
	Action in classroom

	1. 
	Learning is receiving knowledge and understanding it.
	
	

	2. 
	If you ask me what students should master first, it must be correct grammar.
	
	

	3. 
	Children are like white clothes. Nothing is painted on them. Language is a new thing in their lives. So in the beginning, they just try and test things. They may speak correctly or incorrectly.
	
	

	4. 
	When students speak, I stop them immediately after they make mistakes.
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