Heterogeinity factsheet for English learning outcomes in OÖ, 2019
Based on 2019 BiSt data for OÖ
both sectors contain more diversity than public discourse often assumes:
· There are many very strong learners in Mittelschule.
· There are also substantial numbers of merely A2-level learners in AHS.
· The findings therefore highlight both the selectivity of the Austrian school system and the substantial overlap in achievement levels across school types.

1. How many Mittelschule students reach the same level of English as AHS students?
The report does not directly state how many Mittelschule students reach the average AHS performance level. However, it does show the proportion reaching B1 or higher, which is the higher proficiency band.
Reading
· AHS: 75% at B1 or above
· APS/Mittelschule: 30% at B1 or above [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
Listening
· AHS: 95% at B1 or above
· APS/Mittelschule: 57% at B1 or above [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
So, depending on which skill you look at:
· About 30% of Mittelschule students demonstrate strong reading competence (B1+).
· About 57% of Mittelschule students demonstrate strong listening competence (B1+). [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
The average scores also show a large gap:
	Skill
	APS/Mittelschule
	AHS

	Reading
	531 points
	616 points

	Listening
	557 points
	668 points


[BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
This suggests that while a substantial minority of Mittelschule students reach higher levels, the average AHS student still performs considerably above the average Mittelschule student.

2. How many Mittelschule students are really strong students?
If we use B1 or above as the indicator of strong performance:
· 30% of APS/Mittelschule students in reading
· 57% of APS/Mittelschule students in listening [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
Given that B1 is the highest category reported in the summary ("B1 or above"), we cannot tell how many are exceptionally strong (e.g., B2 or higher). But we can reasonably say that roughly one-third to one-half of Mittelschule students demonstrate high English competence by the end of Grade 8. [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]

3. How large is the Leistungsdiversität (performance diversity)?
The report suggests that diversity within Mittelschule is very large.
For APS/Mittelschule reading:
· 5% are at A1 or below
· 65% are at A2
· 30% are at B1 or above [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
For APS/Mittelschule listening:
· 1% are at A1 or below
· 42% are at A2
· 57% are at B1 or above [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
This means that in the same school sector you have students ranging from:
· those who do not yet meet the educational standards (A1 or below),
· to students at B1 or higher, comparable to many AHS learners.
only 28% of students in Upper Austria attend AHS, while 72% attend APS (including what was then Mittelschule/NMS). At the same time, 30% of APS students reached B1 or above in reading and 57% reached B1 or above in listening.

Because AHS students score higher on average, people may assume that excellence is concentrated in AHS. Yet the data suggest that many highly competent English users are educated in Mittelschulen simply because most Austrian students attend Mittelschule.

The data suggest that, by Year 8:
· AHS is dominated by students performing at B1 or above.
· APS/Mittelschule contains large groups at A2 and B1+, plus a small group below A2. [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
In fact, the spread in APS is much larger:
· APS reading ranges from students below A1 to students at B1+.
· AHS reading is concentrated much more heavily at B1+. [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
So if someone asked:
"Which school type is more heterogeneous in English achievement?"
the answer from these data would clearly be:
APS/Mittelschule. [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
But AHS is not homogeneous either
One figure that is easy to overlook is that 25% of AHS students are still only at A2 in reading. [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
That is actually quite a sizeable group.
In other words, one in four AHS students is not yet in the B1+ category for reading by the end of Year 8. Similarly, 5% are at A2 in listening. [BiSt-UE_E8...esterreich | PDF]
So the simplistic story of
"all AHS students are strong"
is not supported by the data.
A more accurate interpretation would be:
AHS students are considerably stronger on average and the distribution is more concentrated at higher proficiency levels, but there remains meaningful variation within AHS, particularly in reading.

